
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians,       

who acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin,                             
and who believe that He is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life,                  

are welcome to the Lord’s Table.   
 

 

EASTER – RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD                                                      March 31, 2024 
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 4   pg. 147 
 

PROCEED TO THE CROSSES OUTSIDE for the LITANY OF THE CROSS 
 

Pastor – Morning is the time for resurrection. 
Cong – THE LONG NIGHT OF GRIEF IS OVER. 
 

Pastor – Sunlight bursting through the trees. 
Cong – A FRESH DAY, A NEW WEEK BEGINNING. 
 

Pastor – These are more than natural signs and wonders. 
Cong – DAILY OUR LIVES ARE GIVEN BACK TO US WITH NEW POSSIBILITIES. 
 

Pastor – On Easter a new quality of existence – a joyous victory! 
Cong – GOD IN CHRIST HAS ACCOMPLISHED A REVERSAL OF DISASTER! 
 

Elder (removal of the black veil from the cross) 
 

Pastor – Those who look for Jesus in a tomb will not find HIM there. 
Cong – HE IS RISEN AND HIS PRESENCE PREVAILS ALL CREATION! 
 

Pastor – He is present this morning for us 
Cong – IN THE FORM OF BREAD AND WINE. 
 

Pastor – Let us go into the house of the Lord 
Cong – AND CELEBRATE THE TIME OF HIS RESURRECTION! 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN – ELW  365   JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY 
           (Enter Church and Please Remain Standing to sing hymn)      (Congregation, Bells) 
 

1.   Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!          3.  But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!    
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!                 Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!                 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!          Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia!                
 Suffer to redeem our loss.  Alleluia!              Where the angels ever sing.   Alleluia!                 
 

2.  Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  4.  Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 Unto Christ, our heav’nly king,  Alleluia!        Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

          Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!     Praise him, all you heav’nly host, Alleluia! 
          Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!               Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
 



GREETING  
Pastor – Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Cong – Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Pastor – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the                                                                        
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Cong – And also with you.     
 

KYRIE – pg. 147      (Congregation will sing “Lord, have mercy.”) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE – ELW 364   CHRIST HAS ARISEN, ALLELUIA 
                               v. 3 – Women & Children        v. 4 Men          Refrain - All 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious 
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live 
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
Cong – Amen.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

ANTHEM – CHOIR 
 

                 Refrain – O sons and daughters, let us sing with heav’nly hosts to Christ our king; 
                                  today the grave has lost its sting!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

        That Easter morn, at break of day, a faithful woman went on her way  
         to seek the tomb where Jesus lay.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!                            Refrain 
 

        When Mary’s heart was filled with gloom and she stood—weeping near the tomb, 
        A stranger spoke, she knew not whom.  Alleluia!                                     
 

        “Why do you weep?” his question came.  “Whose is the body you would claim?” 
         And then, at last, he spoke her name.  Alleluia!                                         

         No longer weeping, anguish-bent, but with rejoicing Mary went, 
         by Christ as first apostle sent.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!                                  Refrain 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43                                                                              Bill Wise, Elder 
Peter's sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the 
essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection 
fulfilled the words of the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 

34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach 
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All 
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name." 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 
Cong – Thanks be to God. 

 



PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24) 
                         (Choir will sing Refrain before and at the R) 
              (Verses will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir) 
 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 
 God's mercy en- | dures forever. 
2Let Israel | now declare, 
 "God's mercy en- | dures forever." 
14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 
 and has become | my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 
 "The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! 
 The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!" 
17I shall not | die, but live, 
 and declare the works | of the LORD.   R 
18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 
 but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 
 I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate | of the LORD; 
 here the righ- | teous may enter." 
21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 
 and you have become | my salvation.   R 
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 
 has become the chief | cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has | this been done; 
 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 
 let us rejoice and be | glad in it.   R 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11                                                            Bill Wise, Elder 
The core of the Christian faith and Paul's preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As 
the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence 
of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith. 
 

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you 
in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly 
to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.  3For I handed on to 
you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with 
the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 
contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 



Leader – The Word of the Lord. 
Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – CHOIR 
 

           Alleluia.  Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed.  
                           Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.  (1 Cor. 5:7,8)  
    
Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter. 
Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8                                                                                     Pastor Kelly Reagan 
The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 
 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus' body.] 2And very early on the first day of the week, 
when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, "Do not 
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 
here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead 
of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." 8So they went out and fled from the 
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 
Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

SERMON 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 366   THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance 
with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the  
 
 



Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  
Pastor – God of grace. 
Cong – Hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love, 
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Cong – Amen. 
May the peace of the Lord be with you! 
Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE – “He is risen.” 
                  “He is risen indeed.  Alleluia!” 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING- “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” – Johann G. Walther 
 

(Please rise) 
 
OFFERTORY – (ELW 388)     BE NOT AFRAID    (Sing twice)      
 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your 
abiding love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 
Cong - Amen. 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING -  pg. 152 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the 
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in 
rising has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim,  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW  pg. 111) 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from 
age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from 
the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you 



for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the 
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread 
and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Cong – Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 
wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.  
Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.   
Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 
stars, we praise you.  O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

                                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS – ELW 380   HALLELUJAH!  JESUS LIVES! 
                                               ELW 473   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  (see below)     

      
 

(Please rise) 
 

POST-COMUNION HYMN – (ELW 207)     “Thankful hearts…..” 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love.  Send us forth 
from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Cong – Amen. 
 

 



 
BLESSING 
The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 
+ bless you now and always. 
Cong – Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN –  ELW  385   GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING! 
 

Postlude – “Christ Is Arisen” – J. S. Bach 
 

Pastor Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Cong - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Pastor - Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Cong - Thanks be to God. 
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         MEASURE OF LOVE – March 24, 2024                             Wednesday, March 20, 2024 

                          Attendance – 57                                                               Attendance - 33 
                   Total Deposit - $1650.00                                                   Total Deposit - $204.00 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
Easter Breakfast – 8:30 a.m. 
Choir – 9:00 a.m.      
Holy Communion Setting 4 – 9:30 a.m. 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 
MONDAY  
 
TUESDAY. 
 
WEDNESDAY 
Bible Study Coffee – 10:00 a.m. 
 

  March 31, 2024 
 

THURSDAY   
Al-Anon – 10:30 a.m.  
 

FRIDAY  
AA, Al-Anon – 8:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY  
 
SUNDAY – April 7, 2024 
Choir – 9:00 a.m.      
Holy Communion Setting 1 – 9:30 a.m. 
Vestry Meeting – 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday School – 11:00 a.m. 
Choir – after Sunday School 

 
ETERNAL LIGHT CHART 
 

The Eternal Light Chart for 2024 is up in the Educational Wing.  It is for anyone to sign up for a week in the 
year to honor loved ones for a special occasion or to sign up in memory of loved ones.  For more information, 
see Lauri Lutz. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

See Refrain on next page 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


