Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians,
who acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin,
and who believe that He is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life,

are welcome fo the Lord’s Table.

3" SUNDAY OF EASTER April 14, 2024
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 1 pg. 98

Prelude — “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” — setting — Robert J. Powell
WELCOME
(Please rise)
GATHERING HYMN - ELW 377 ALLELUIA! JESUS IS RISEN!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.
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In peace, let us  pray to the Lord.

b ]
=

- €Y.
I H I i I |H
— I I T [ I
I ] 1 I 1=
! :
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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HYMN OF PRAISE —pg. 101  THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with
your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Cong — Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 3:12-19 Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant
After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God's promises to
Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ's death and resurrection, God is
offering them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus' name.

12[Peter] addressed the people, "You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? **The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over
and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 1*But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, *>and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. °And by faith in his name, his name itself
has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. *™And now, friends, | know that you acted in
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 8In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. °Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be
wiped out."

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 4
The LORD does wonders for the faithful. (Ps. 4:3)
(Choir will sing before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir)




LAnswer me when I call, O God, defender | of my cause;
you set me free when | was in distress;
have mercy on me and | hear my prayer.
2'"You mortals, how long will you dishon- ! or my glory;
how long will you love illusions and seek ! after lies?"*
3Know that the LORD does wonders ! for the faithful:
the LORD will hear me ' when 1 call.
*Tremble, then, and ! do not sin;
speak to your heart in silence up- ! on your bed. R
SOffer the appointed ! sacrifices,
and put your trust ! in the LORD.
SMany are saying, ""Who will show us | any good?"*
Let the light of your face shine upon ! us, O LORD.
"You have put gladness | in my heart,
more than when grain and | wine abound.
8In peace, 1 will lie | down and sleep;
for you alone, O LORD, make me ! rest secure. R

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-7 Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant
God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of
our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins.

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. ?Beloved, we are God's
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 2And all who have this hope in him purify
themselves, just as he is pure. “Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.
®You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. ®No one who abides in
him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. “Little children, let no one deceive you.
Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong - Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR
Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. Alleluia. (Luke 24:32)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24™ chapter.
Cong - Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL.: Luke 24:36b-48 Pastor Kelly Reagan

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission
to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness.

3bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, "Peace be with you." 3"They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. *®He said to them, "Why are you
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? **Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is |
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that | have." “°And



when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. “*While in their joy they were
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything here to eat?" “*They gave him a
piece of broiled fish, “3and he took it and ate in their presence. *Then he said to them, "These are my
words that | spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." *Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, “®and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the
dead on the third day, *’and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to
all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of these things."

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong - Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 522 AS WE GATHER AT YOUR TABLE

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — God of grace,
Cong — Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love,
through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Cong — Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE - “He is risen.”
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

(Please be seated)
OFFERING

(Please rise)



OFFERTORY - (ELW 481) COME TO THE TABLE
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All who are hun-gry and thirst-y, come, and your souls will be fed.

Come at

the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
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Eat of the bread of sal - va - tion; drink of the blood of the Lamb.
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Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942 COME TO THE TABLE
Music: Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956 88878787
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music

OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your
abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Cong — Amen.




THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Preface Dialogue
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread
and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 487 WHAT FEAST OF LOVE



(Please rise)

POST-COMMUNION HYMN -pg. 113 NOW, LORD
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth
from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and
friend.

Cong - Amen.

BLESSING

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope + bless you
now and always.

Cong - Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ACS 933 DAY OF DELIGHT AND BEAUTY UNBOUNDED
(see next page)
(Please be seated)

Postlude

Pastor - Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Cong - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor — Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Cong - Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net A-702744



Day of Delight and Beauty Unbounded
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Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

Music: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, 1556-1622

Text © 2011 GIA Publications, Inc.

IN DIRIST FREUDE
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Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House

EARTH AND ALL STARS
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Ix2 As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turn our wor-ship in - to wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.

send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’s vic - t'ry known.

may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the sound-ing joy.
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 IN BABILONE

Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Réontgen, 1855-1932 8787D
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company
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What Feast of Love
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1 What feast of love is of - fered here, what ban-quet come from heav-en?

2 What light of truth is of - fered here, what cov - e - nant from heav-en?

3 What wine of love is of - fered here, what crim-son drink from heav-en?
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What food of ev - er - last-ing life, what gra cious glft is giv - en?
What hope of ev - er - last-ing life, what won-drous word is giv - en?
What stream of ev - er - last-ing life, what pre - cious blood is giv - en?
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Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939
Music: English ballad, 16th cent.

Text © 1993 Delor
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This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heav - en
This, this is Christ the king, the sun come down from heav - en
This, this is Christ the king, the sweet-est wine of heav - en
= L e > — % s = =
7 = 1 ¥ 1# D | 1)) '8 174 1 .- i
I ¥ I r ¥ Y I 14 | |
| A s
- - 1) i A
7 -—D o= HN—— i\i _=11-_ i
Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!
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