Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians,
who acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin,
and who believe that He is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life,

are welcome fo the Lord’s Table.

ASCENSION OF OUR LORD May 12, 2024
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 3 pg. 138

Prelude — “Crown Him With Many Crowns” — setting, Michael Burkhardt
WELCOME

(Please rise)

PROCESSIONAL SONG - ELW 430 REJOICE, FOR CHRIST IS KING!

GREETING

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have ger - cy.
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and for the wunity of all, let us pray to the  Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.




Faor this holy housc, and Tor all who offer here their worship and praisc,

()
e e + H
- P ————— ——
et us pray  1ov tho L.oord. 1L.ora, have moer - < Y.
[ ]
=y "] ) |
| A E 1 | 3
g 8]
- [ - -, =]
. L .
Help. save, comfonrt, and defend us, gra - cious Toord, A - IS
Fivvnin Farateg o Froved Fotetbreriars Wirradedpe coopy il 53 20000 AL sipglis remaeoed Repcinied Dy pemirineion of Avseslaits: Flostress sinde s Do B

HYMN OF PRAISE —pg. 140 “This is the Feast......”

(Women — Verses 1 and 3; Men — Verses 2 and 4)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence intercedes for us.
Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring everything into your glory,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 Diana Tavener, Elder
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread
out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be accompanied and empowered by
the Holy Spirit. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts.

[Luke writes:] *In the first book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 2After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of
God. *While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the
promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; >for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." ®So when they had
come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?"
"He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own
authority. ®But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." ®When he had said
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. *°While he was
going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.
UThey said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."



Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 47
God has gone up with a shout. (Ps. 47:5)
(Choir will sing Before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir)

IClap your hands, ! all you peoples;
shout to God with a ! joyful sound.
2For the LORD Most High is ! to be feared:
a great king over ! all the earth,
Swho subdues the | peoples under us,
and the nations un- ! der our feet;
“who chooses our inheri- | tance for us,
the pride of Jacob, ' whom God loves. R
5God has gone up | with a shout,
the LORD with the sound ! of the ram's horn.
6Sing praises to | God, sing praises;
sing praises to our | king, sing praises.
"For God is king of | all the earth;
sing praises | with a song.
8God reigns o- ! ver the nations;
God is en- | throned on high.
The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham.
The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- ! ly exalted. R

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 Diana Tavener, Elder
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we
are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the
knowledge of this inheritance provides.

31 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason
18] do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come
to know him, *8so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, °*and what
Is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great
power. 2°God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, #far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all
things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, Zwhich is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR

Alleluia. Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord;
| am with you always, to the end of the age. Alleluia. (Matthew 28:19, 20)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24™ chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL.: Luke 24:44-53 Pastor Kelly Reagan
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise
of the Holy Spirit.

%4 [Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] "These are my words that | spoke to you while |
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the
psalms must be fulfilled." “*Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, “éand he said to
them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
“"and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. “®You are witnesses of these things. “°And see, | am sending upon you
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on
high." *°Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. >While
he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. >>And they worshiped
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; >and they were continually in the temple blessing
God.

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 393 A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING!

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — God of grace,
Cong — Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding
love, through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Cong - Amen.



May the Peace of the Lord be with you always!
Cong — And also with you.

PEACE

OFFERING - “Thine The Amen” — setting, Anne K. Organ

(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - GATHERED IN GOD’S NAME
(Choir will sing verse, followed by Congregation singing the Refrain)

Verse - Gathered in God’s name ‘round the table of grace.
Gathered as one fam’ly in the name of love.  Refrain
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love., in the name of love.

Text and Music: Michael Burkhardt, and copyright © 2021 Birnamwood Publications.

OFFERING PRAYER

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your

abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine.

Cong — Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Preface Dialogue

The Lord be with you. And al - so with  you.
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It is right to give our thanks amnd pPraise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places glve thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

who enthroned forever at your right hand intercedes for us as our great high priest. And so, with

Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their

creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

P ! : s i J
4> A R R w N K P R A R R—
Hc ho -~ 1y Lord, God of pow'r and might,

hcav-cn and carth arce  full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na.
0 M p— p—
| i . 1 | I | L i 1 4 A 1
[ b 1 - — I I ] I i F_P_'_ﬁ:
I 7 e ——— I |
) ' S U 14 N —— i e
san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est. Bless-ed is he who
I
1 1 I il -f 1 1 F '"_"""""'"MF I .
1 i ] ! =4 1 S § 1 or -+
comes in the name of the l.ord. Ho-san -~ na in the high - est.
Firown Fvamrgelload Trdfieroar Waorsiop copyright @ 006 AlL rinhts rererved. Reprinted by permission of Augshoes Vortress under hieense 3

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures
from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise

to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and



resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which
he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 838 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
473 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (see next page)



San - to, san - 1o, san - to, mi co - ra-zon tea - do - ra.
Ho - ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly, my heart, my heart a - dores you.
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Mi co - ra-zon te sa - be de-cir: San - to_e-res - Aor.
My heart is glad say the words: You are ho - God.
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lext: Argentine traditional ARGENTINE SANTO
Music: Argentine traditional 6785

(Please rise)
POST-COMMUNION HYMN - (ELW 204)
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1522-1980
Music: Richard W, Hliller, In. 1023
“hest and miusic € 1YTR, 1995 Aapsburg Fortress.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us
forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our
redeemer and friend.

Cong— Amen.




BLESSING

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope
+ bless you now and always.

Cong — Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN - ELW 855 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS
Bells

(Please be seated)
Postlude - “Lord, Enthroned In Heavenly Splendor” — setting, Walter E. Pelz

Pastor — Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Cong - Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net A-702744

Go. make disci Ies)
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PENTECOST SUNDAY, MAY 19 - WEAR RED FOR PENTECOST

Geraniums would bring an array of the color red to our altar for Pentecost.
If you would like to participate, a sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex.

Please Note: After the Pentecost service on May 19th, please take your geraniums home to enjoy.

Deadline to Order: Sunday, May 12

Cost: 6” Plant=$12.99
Cost: 8” Plant = $16.99 (Stock Plant)

Thank you. Your participation is greatly appreciated.
Checks should be made out to St Mathew’s Ladies Guild. ~ See Lauri Lutz for payment.



Rejoice, for Christ Is King! 430
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1 Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Owur Sav - ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3. .. His king-dom can - not fail; he rules o’er earth and heav’n:
4 He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks, and sing, and tri-umph ev - er - more:
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - bove:
the keys of death and  hell are to our Je - sus giv'n:
and bow to his com - mand and fall be - neath his feet:
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. LAUS REGIS

Music: William E. Fischer, 1849-1936 666688



Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!
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A hymn of glo-ry let us sing! New hymns through-out the world shall
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trod, as - cends un - to the throne of God.
see  their Lord as-cend in maj - es - ty.
say, ‘“this is his glo-rious tri-umph day"’ Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -
see re - turn-ing in great maj - es - ty.”
run, with Fa - ther and with Spir - it one.
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Text: Bede, 673-735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Music: Geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

LM and alleluias



Beautiful Savior
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1 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of “‘cre a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - ti - ful Sav - ior, Lord of the na - tions,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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Tru - ly I'd love thee, tru - ly I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - tion,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
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Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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Crown Him with Many Crowns
D4
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1 Crown him with man - y crowns, the Lamb up - on his throne;
2 Crown him the vir- gin’s Son, the God in - car - nate born,
3 Crown him the Lord of Ilove be - hold his hands and side,
4 Crown him the Lord of Ilife, who tri - umphed o’er the grave
5 Crown him the Lord of years, the po - ten - tate of time,
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hark, how the heav’'n-ly an - them drowns all mu - sic but its own.
whose arm those crim-son  tro - phies won which now his brow a - dorn;
rich wounds,yet vis - i - ble a - bove, in beau-ty glo - ri - fied.
and rose vic - to-rious in the strife for those he came to save.
cre - a - tor of the roll-ing spheres, in - ef - fab - ly sub-lime.
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A - wake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
fruit of the mys - tic rose, yet of that rose the stem,
No an - gels in the sky can ful - ly bear that sight,
His glo - ries now we  sing, who died and rose on high,
All hail, Re-deem -er, hail! For thou hast died for me;
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and hail him as thy match-less king through all e - ter - ni - ty.
the root whencemer-cy ev - er flows,the babe of Beth-le - hem.
but down - ward bend their burn - ing eyes at mys-ter - ies so bright.
who died, e - ter - nal life to bring,and lives that death may die.
thy praise and glo - ry shall not fail through-out e - ter - ni - ty.
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Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4 DIADEMATA

Music: George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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