
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  Thank you 
for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians, who 

acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He 

is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the 
ushers who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray. 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY                                                                         November 23, 2025 

HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 3   pg. 138 
 

PRELUDE – “Rejoice, For Christ Is King” – setting, Jacob B. Weber 
 

(Please rise) 
 

PROCESSIONAL SONG – ELW 634   ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME 

                                                                                                 (Bells) 

GREETING  

Pastor – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
Cong – And also with you.     
 

KYRIE – pg. 138       

                     



         

HYMN OF PRAISE – pg. 140   “This is the Feast……” 

            (Women & Children – Verses 1 and 3)    (Men – Verses 2 and 4) 

 



 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, we 

glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this 

world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM – ACS 953   BEFORE THE ANCIENT ONE, CHRIST STANDS 
 

                   Before the Ancient One, Christ stands, enrobed in cloud and bright as snow, 

                   Five wounds imprint his side, feet, hands, and thorns, the garland on his brow. 

                   Yet thrones and pow’rs fall to the knee and weave a song of majesty, 

                   For what the world admires as gain is not the essence of Christ’s reign, 

                   And strength is his, and name and might, because he pitied humans’ plight. 
 

                   Who was, who is, and is to come as servant lived in human sphere;  

                   Compassion was his diadem; his glory was the gentle tear; 

                   Humility, his purple garb; the healing hand, his royal orb. 

                   Such love drew ire and ire drew death, but God has proved the truer strength, 

                   And through all space the host proclaims the name above all other names. 
 

                  Now in the latter days you call, O Christ, and plead the premise clear, 

                  That power grasped is done at all, and serving shows your Spirit near. 

                  As nations clash and wisdom wanes, as glories tempt and greed sustains, 

                  You bid us choose in ev’ry hour the pow’r of love, the greatest pow’r, 

                  That love may herald God’s domain, and you, at last, may come to reign. 

                   

 

 

 



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6                                      Rebecca Reagan, Worship Assistant 

Today's reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. 

Judah's unjust rulers have caused their people, their "flock," to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will 

raise up a new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.  2Therefore 

thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I 

will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD.  3Then I myself will gather the remnant of 

my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and 

they shall be fruitful and multiply.  4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and 

they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.    5The days 
are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall 

reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  6In his days 

Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 

"The LORD is our righteousness." 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 
Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 46 

I will be exalted among the nations. (Ps. 46:10) 
(Choir will sing before and at the R) 

(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir) 
 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

 a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 

 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 

 God speaks, and the earth | melts away.   R 
7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

 what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
 and burns the | shields with fire. 
10"Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; 

 I will be exalted | in the earth." 
11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.   R 



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20                            Rebecca Reagan, Worship Assistant 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one 

who was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be 

prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us from the power 
of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, 

the forgiveness of sins.  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in 

him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself 

is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is 
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of 

his cross. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – CHOIR 
 

     Alleluia.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David.  Alleluia.  (Mark 11:9) 
 

Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd  chapter. 

Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43                                                                             Pastor Kelly Reagan 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and King, Jesus reveals 

that to be Messiah and King is to give one's life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a 

despised criminal to paradise but puts his own death into God's hands. 
 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, 
one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know 

what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by, watching; 

but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!" 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and 

saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38There was also an inscription over him, 
"This is the King of the Jews."  39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 

saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" 40But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do 

you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have 

been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done 

nothing wrong." 42Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43He 
replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                             
                        

SERMON – “The King on a Cross”                                                                  Pastor Kelly Reagan 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW   432   THE HEAD THAT ONCE WAS CROWNED 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the  

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  

Pastor – Hear us, O God. 

Cong – Your mercy is great. 
 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Cong - Amen. 

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always! 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE  
 

OFFERING – “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent” – setting, Anne K. Organ 
 

(Please rise)  
  
OFFERTORY –  ELW  182   “Let the vineyards be fruitful”      

 



 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good things. 

Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts.  Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW  pg. 65) 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to 

us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is 
my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour 

out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and 

honor, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMN  -  ELW  490  LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE 
 

(Please rise) 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN – (ELW  204)    

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that gives 

life to the world.  Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good 

gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ's name. 

Cong– Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go forth to share your 

word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  May these gifts be signs of our love and 
prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ, all may know your grace and 

healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit 

anoint you for the work ahead.   

Cong – Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN – ELW  855   CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS 

                                                                                  (Bells) 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude  
 

Pastor - Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 

Cong - Thanks be to God.  
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