Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church. Thank
you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He
is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the
ushers who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.
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Prelude
WELCOME
(Please rise)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with
the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God's mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy
word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ's
name, and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN -ELW 666 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS

GREETING

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.



KYRIE - ELW 602 YOUR HEART, O GOD, IS GRIEVED
(Cantor will sing first line, then Congregation will sing)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide. In the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your
children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the
world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Genesis 12:1-4a Pat Siler, Elder
God's call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth
would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land,
nation, and a great reputation.

'The LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the
land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. *I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses
you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." *So Abram went, as the
LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 121
1 lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the LORD. (Ps. 121:1, 2)
(Choir will sing before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir)

T lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
My help comes | from the LORD,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
‘Behold, the keep- ! er of Israel
will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; R
Sthe LORD watches | over you;
the LORD is your shade at | your right hand;
Sthe sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the ' moon by night.
"The LORD will preserve you | from all evil
and will | keep your life.
%The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R



SECOND READING: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 Pat Siler, Elder

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not
involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God's promises. Abraham is the forebear
and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the

dead.

'What are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? *For if Abraham
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. *For what does the
scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." “Now to one
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. °But to one who without works
trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. *For the promise that
he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but
through the righteousness of faith. '“If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is
null and the promise is void. '°For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation. '®For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is written, "I have made you the father of
many nations")—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.
(Please rise)
L.enten Acclamation
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Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3™ chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL: John 3:1-17 Pastor Kelly Reagan

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to
him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and
said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." *Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you,
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." “Nicodemus said to him, "How



can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb
and be born?" *Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. ’Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'Y ou must be born from above.' *The wind blows
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." *Nicodemus said to him, "How can these
things be?" '°Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these
things? 'Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you
do not receive our testimony. '2If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how
can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? *No one has ascended into heaven except the
one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. *And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, '*that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life. 'For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. '"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him."

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON - “Born from Above: Grace that makes us New” Pastor Kelly Reagan
(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 323 GOD LOVED THE WORLD

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Hear us, O God.
Cong — Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always!

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE
(Please be seated)
OFFERING



(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - (ELW 188) “Create in me a clean heart...”

,,,D,,,,,,I,, If) I 1 I I | I .- H I | P S R (R atattty Rt R SR A
> ; SN Y B B ol B = &
Cre -ate in (331 a clean heart, O Giod,
— . } e — 1 . \
""" b g e g g
Claest mc 138 R - way [roam your
T T 1 I ' ]
- b poood mm bt ! [
pres-cnoe,  ard take not vour Flo -y Spir -1t 'rom me. Re -
) ]
<Yk R s B Emn B e e =
207 J e ] Pt e |
............. f } : :
| '
. ST M ST Y S HES S Fy W N ey ST NN |
> e = ——= =z - |
S s £ ¢ @8 2 = CE
store un - 1o e the Joy ol YOur sal - wa - tioa,
- . , - o
F o N I i ! I ] ]
Bl N1l 2.4 [ ; ¥ T 1 ; 1 1
| I T 1 | 1 1
P00 - L i i I T 11 == ]
f B
8 ;
X T " T  — T T v |
G b B — g ' ' | H
NP = I I ) ’ j 1 i |
) 4 —H - " o
ancl up - hold me with YOUr freea Spiy - 01
T | T Ml'L = T = J- J) i
S Ene - H ' : : — ] H
Lol - 1 F F |‘ ) r ‘r- i— - |

Music: J. A Pireylinghausen, 1670-1734

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.

Cong — Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - pg. 152



Preface Dialogue
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism, we
may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

m the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in  the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING IV (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures

from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.



Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise
to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which
he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
Lamb of God
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us pecace.
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 759 MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE

(Please rise)



NUNC DIMITTIS - (ELW 201) “Now, Lord, ...”

y - 2 . -/_3 [ = :
(o s o *® ° & © 1 ® - -
) ———
Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace: your word has
IL£ I# — -
s > —— —
— et [~ @ > > > -
been ful - filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va - tion
& = 2 - - [ —— = > > =
) S S
which you have pre-pared in the sight of ev - 'ty peo - ple:
_p_#u s
~ = '—‘—’—‘—I
==
a light to re-veal you to the na-tions and the glo-ry of your
_Q_gu :
o= > e e _ o e e e - * o
- & == '—‘—o (]
peo-ple Is - ra - el. Glo -ry to the Fa-ther, and to the Son,
-4y ' ’
e L — - — -« ” -
> - - — - - - L —"— - 7
and 1o the Ho -}y Spir-it, as it was in  the be - gin-ning,
“ J
. 'UFIG - .
L ,:w! ~~~~~~ " o . _J - L k) el
J = - * *—e &
- - . - et =
15 now, and will be for - ev -~ ern A - men,

Music: Plainsong, adapl. Zutheran Book of Worship:
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your
love.

Cong — Amen.

BLESSING
God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you

in this Lenten journey.
Cong — Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ELW 660 LIFT HIGH THE CROSS
(Please be seated)
Postlude

Pastor —Go in peace. Serve in love.
Cong - Thanks be to God.

Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net A-702744



What Wondrous Love Is This
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1 What won-drous love is thls, O my soul, O my soull What
2 When I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I’'m free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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O my soul! What won-drous love

is this

I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?
soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.
sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing.
I’ll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I’ll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.
Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt.
Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House
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Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved

Vieme to, Pane BozZe nas

CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS

602

Leader ¢
3 Se=a ] . .
= —g—9g—= ' F
i 7
Otce nebesky, Svoritel’u sveta, Bo - Ze, zmi - luj sa nad na - mi.
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2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it have mer-cy wup - on us.
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899
Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House
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God Loved the World
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1 God loved the world so that he gave  his on - ly
2 Christ Je - sus is the ground of faith, who was made
3 If you are ill, if death draws near, this truth your
4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son for - gives all
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.

Music: Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee 759
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My  faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Cal - va - ry,

May thy rich grace im - part strength to my faint - ing heart,
While life’s dark maze 1 tread and griefs a - round me spread,
When ends life’s tran - sient dream, when death’s cold, sul - len stream
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guilt a-way, oh, let me from this day be whol - ly thine!
love to thee  pure, warm, and change-less be, a liv - ing fire!
tears a-way, mnor let me ev - er stray from thee a - side.
trust re-move; oh, bear me safe a-bove, a ran - somed soul!
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 OLIVET

Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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Lift High the Cross
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 Al new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ci - fied
3 O Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ci - fied for wvic - to - ry!
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Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 CRUCIFER
Music: Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947 1010 10 10

Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company



