Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church. Thank
you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He
is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the
ushers who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.
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Prelude — “Dearest Jesus, At Thy Word” — J. S. Bach
WELCOME

(Please rise)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with
the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God's mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy
word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ's
name, and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN - ELW 722 O CHRIST, YOUR HEART, COMPASSIONATE

GREETING

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.



KYRIE - ELW 602 YOUR HEART, O GOD, IS GRIEVED
(Cantor will sing first line, then Congregation will sing)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for
us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the
spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD's chosen successor to Saul.

'The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided for myself a king among his sons." ?Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it,
he will kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'l have come to sacrifice to
the LORD.' *Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint
for me the one whom I name to you." “Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?"
SHe said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me
to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. “When they
came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is now before the LORD." "But
the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks on the heart." ¥Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel.
He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." °Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
"Neither has the LORD chosen this one." '°Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." !!Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your
sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel
said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here." *He sent and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said,
"Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” *Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)
(The Psalm will be spoken by the congregation)



'The LORD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not ! be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3Y ou restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
SSurely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 5:8-14 Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that
reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

80nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—for the fruit
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. 'Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. '?For it is
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; *but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, “for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says," Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR
Jesus says, [ am the light of the world; whoever follows me will have the light of life. (John 8:12)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9 chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 Pastor Kelly Reagan
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to
the things of God.

'As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. *We must work the
works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. °As long as [ am
in the world, I am the light of the world." *When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made
mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, “saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of
Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ¥The neighbors
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?" *Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept
saying, "I am the man." 1°But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" !'He



answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and
wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." “They said to him, "Where is he?" He said,
"I do not know." *They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. *Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. >Then the Pharisees also began
to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,
and now I see." '°Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the
sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were
divided. '"So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened." He said, "He is a prophet." '¥The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight ?and asked
them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" 2°His parents
answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 2'but we do not know how it is
that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself." 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
ZTherefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 2*So for the second time they called the man
who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner."
2He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see." 2They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" 2’He
answered them, "[ have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" ?Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his
disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 2We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from." **The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing!
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *'We know that God does not
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. *’Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. *If this man were
not from God, he could do nothing." **They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are
you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out. 3*Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and
when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" **He answered, "And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 3’Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he." ®He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. *Jesus said, "I came
into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may
become blind." **Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not
blind, are we?" *!Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you
say, 'We see,' your sin remains."

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON — “From Blindness to Sight” Pastor Kelly Reagan
(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 843 PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Hear us, O God.
Cong — Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always!

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE

(Please be seated)

OFFERING - “Be Thou My Vision” — setting, Craig Mather
(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - (ELW 188) “Create in me a clean heart...”
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Music: J. AL Freylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life

Cong — Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - pg. 152
Preface Dialogue
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

From Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright © 2006. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 1V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures
from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise
to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which
he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



(Please be seated)

Lamb of God
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 779 AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND

(Please rise)

NUNC DIMITTIS - (ELW 201) “Now, Lord, ...”
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Music: Plainsong, adapt. Zutheran Book of Worship
Music € 1978 Liheran Book of Vhrship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited withont pecmission or valid Heense feom copyright administraton

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your
love.

Cong — Amen.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you
in this Lenten journey.

Cong — Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ELW 324 IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY
(Please be seated)
Postlude

Pastor —Go in peace. Serve in love.
Cong - Thanks be to God.

Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net A-702744

JESUS

Lights the Way

EASTER FLOWERS

This year’s Easter flower choices are Tulips $11.50, Daffodils $11.50, Mums $14.99,
Begonias $14.99, and Hydrangeas $20.99, all in vibrant assorted colors to adorn our altar.
As in the past, St. Matthew does not order hyacinths or lily plants due to those who deal with
allergies. A sign-up sheet for your convenience is located in the narthex. The cut off for
ordering is Sunday, March 22nd. If paying by check, please make payable to: St. Matthew
Ladies Guild. If any questions Lauri Lutz at 937-233-0305.



Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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1 O Christ, your heart,com - pas- sion - ate, bore ev - ’ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed thosecast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Christ,cre - ate new hearts in us that beat in time with yours,
4 O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
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that walks your ser-vant ways,
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whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sac - r1i-fice of praise!
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr.,b. 1923

Music: German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833

Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved SRS
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1 O God, Father in heav - en, have mer-cy up - on us.
2 O Son of God, redeemer of the world, have mer-cy up - on us.
3 O God, Holy Spir - it have mer-cy up - on us.
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sak - en Son our death is laid, and peace is won.
Fa - ther move his heart to mer - cy at such love.
help us pray; bring joy and com - fort, come to stay.
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Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899 Irregular

Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House



Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 843
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark-ness with a lib - er - at-ing light;

2 Praise the One who blessed the chil-dren with a strong yet gen-tle word;
3 Praise the one true love in - car - nate: Christ, who suf-fered in our place;
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praise the One who frees the pris-’ners, turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight.
praise the One who drove out de-mons with a pierc-ing, two-edged sword.
Je - sus died and rose for man - y that we may know God by grace.
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Praise the One who preached the gos - pel, heal-ing ev - ’ry dread dis -ease,

Praise the One who brings cool wa - ter to the des-ert’s burn-ing sand;
Let us sing for joy and glad-ness, see-ing what our God has done.
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calm - ing storms and feed-ing thou-sands with the ver - y bread of peace.

from this well comes liv - ing wa - ter quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.
Praise the one re - deem-ing glo - ry; praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 NETTLETON
Music: J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813 8787D
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company



In the Cross of Christ I Glory
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1 In the Ccross of Christ I glo - ry, tow’r - ing
2 When the wWOoesSs of life o’er - take me, hopes de -
3 When the sun of bliss is beam-ing light and
4 Bane and bless - ing, pain and plea - sure, by the
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o’er the wrecks of time. All the light of
ceive, and fears an - noy, nev - er shall the
love up - on my way, from the Cross the
cross  are sanc - ti - fied; peace is there that
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sa - cred sto - ry gath - ers round its head sub - lime.
Cross for - sake me; lo, it glows with peace and joy.
ra - diance stream-ing adds more lus - ter to the day.
knows no mea - sure, joys that through all time a - bide.
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Text:John Bowring, 1792-1872

Music: Ithamar Conkey, 1815-1867
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