Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church. Thank
you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He
is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the
ushers who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.
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Prelude — “Christ, The Life Of All The Living”
WELCOME
(Please rise)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, and sustains us with
the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God's mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy
word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your
creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all may receive
life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ's
name, and revives you in the Spirit's power.

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN - ELW 886 OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

GREETING

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.



KYRIE - ELW 602 YOUR HEART, O GOD, IS GRIEVED
(Cantor will sing first line, then Congregation will sing)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the
power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all
our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 John Armstrong, Worship Assistant
Ezekiel's vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile,
will live again in their land through God's life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that
through this vision they will know that "l am the LORD."

!The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?"
answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." “Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. >Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know
that I am the LORD." "So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath
in them. *Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they
may live." '°I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. ''Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'
12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.

3 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people. '“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD."

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
I wait for you, O LORD; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5)

(Choir will sing before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung responsively, beginning with Choir)



'0ut ! of the depths
I cry to | you, O LORD;
20 LORD, ! hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication.
3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O LORD,  who could stand?
*Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared. R
3T wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption.
8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins. R

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 John Armstrong, Worship Assistant
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it
cannot, *and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. *But you are not in the flesh; you are in
the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does
not belong to him. °But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. ''If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR

“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me will never die. (John 11 25, 26)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11™ chapter.
Cong - Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 Pastor Kelly Reagan
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life.

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. *Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. *So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." “But when



Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it." *Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, ®after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he
was. 'Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." *The disciples said to him,
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" *Jesus
answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble,
because they see the light of this world. '’But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is
not in them." ' After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going
there to awaken him." *The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right."
BJesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely
to sleep. “Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. °For your sake I am glad I was not there,
so that you may believe. But let us go to him." '®*Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his
fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." '"When Jesus arrived, he found that
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. '*Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two
miles away, "and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. ?When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2'Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. *But
even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." *Jesus said to her, "Your
brother will rise again." **Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on
the last day." **Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, *®and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?" >’She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the
one coming into the world." 2*When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." ? And when she heard it, she got up
quickly and went to him. **Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place
where Martha had met him. *'The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. **When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him,
"Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died." **When Jesus saw her weeping, and
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He
said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see." **Jesus began to weep.
3%So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" *’But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" **Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came
to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. **Jesus said, "Take away the stone."
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been
dead four days." *Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory
of God?" *!So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for
having heard me. *’I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me." “When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" **The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." *Many of
the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON - “I am the Resurrection and the life” Pastor Kelly Reagan

(Please rise)
HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 485 1 AM THE BREAD OF LIFE

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Hear us, O God.
Cong — Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always!
Cong — And also with you.

PEACE

(Please be seated)
OFFERING
(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - (ELW 188)

“Create in me a clean heart...”
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Music: J. A Tireylinghausen, 1670-1739

OFFERING PRAYER

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the
sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very
presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life

Cong — Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - pg. 152
Preface Dialogue
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to
cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

m the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in  the high - est.
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 1V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures
from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise
to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and
resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which
he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again,
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me. With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon
and stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts
open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your
love.

Cong — Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go forth to share your
word and sacrament with those who are homebound. May these gifts be signs of our love and
prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ, all may know your grace and
healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Cong - Amen.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you
in this Lenten journey.

Cong — Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ELW 666 WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS
(Please be seated)
Postlude

Pastor —Go in peace. Serve in love.
Cong - Thanks be to God.

Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net A-702744

The welcome mat is out for you!
We are happy to have you here today as a partner in prayer, in song and
in the hearing of God’s word. We hope that you will stay for coffee after worship,
so that we may become friends and be strangers no longer.



Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Carl G. Gliser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love
be now and ever giv’n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.
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Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved
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CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS
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Text: Jifi Tranovsky, 1591-1637; tr. Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Music: Tranoscius, 1636; arr. Michal Kutzky, 1828-1899
Tr. © 1970 Concordia Publishing House
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485 I Am the Bread of Life
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Text: Suzanne Toolan, 8sM, b. 1927, based on John 6
Music: Suzanne Toolan, RsMm

Text and music © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc.
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You Are the Way
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2 You are the truth; your word a - lone true wis-dom can im - part;
3 You are the life; the rend-ing tomb pro - claims your con-qu'ring arm;
4 You are the way, the truth,the life; grant wus that way to know,
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all those who search for God, you find and by your grace set free.
you on -1ly can in- form the mind and pu - ri - fy the heart
and those who put their trust in you not death nor hell shall harm.
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys e - ter - nal flow.
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Text: George W. Doane, 1799-1858, alt. SUNDEE
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Music: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615 (of ')



What Wondrous Love Is This
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1 What won-drous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!l What
2 When I  was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing down, when
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to
4 And when from death I'm free, I’'ll sing on, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this, O my soul! What won-drous love is this
was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when I was sink - ing down
God and to the Lamb I will sing; to God and to the Lamb,
when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and when from death I'm free,
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that caused the
be - neath God’s righ-teous frown, Christ
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bliss to bear the dread-ful curse for my
laid a - side his crown for my

Awm, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will

me, and through e - ter - ni - ty I’ll sing
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soul, for my soul, to bear the dread-ful curse for my soul?

soul, for my soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul.

sing, I will sing, while mil - lions join the theme, 1 will sing.

on, I’ll sing on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.
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Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914—-1997, alt.

Arr. © 1955 Augsburg Publishing House
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