
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  

Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians, who 

acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is 

really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers 
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray. 

 
 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY                                                      March 29, 2026 

HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 4   pg. 147 
 

GATHERING IN THE NARTHEX 
 

Pastor - Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Cong - Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11                                               Pastor Kelly Reagan 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 

two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 

donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill what 

had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 

you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."  6The disciples went and 

did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and 

he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting,  "Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in highest heaven!"  10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 

"Who is this?" 11The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

Pastor - The Lord be with you. 

Cong - And also with you. 

Pastor - Let us pray.  We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread 

garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. Grant us grace 
to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into 

life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

PROCESSION 

Pastor - Let us go forth in peace, 

Cong - in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN -  ELW  344   ALL GLORY, LAUD, AND HONOR 

                (Enter Church and Please Remain Standing)  
 

Refrain 

         All glory, laud, and honor to you, redeemer, king, 

         To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
 

1 You are the king of Israel and David’s royal Son, 

Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and Blessed One.  Refrain 
 

2 The company of angels are praising you on high; 

Creation and all mortals in chorus make reply.  Refrain 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims with palms before you went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before you we present.  Refrain 
 

4 To you, before your passion, they sang their hymns of praise. 
To you, now high exalted, our melody we raise.  Refrain 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; accept the prayers we bring, 

Great author of all goodness, O good and gracious King.  Refrain 
 

Pastor - Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Cong - Hosanna in the highest. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

KYRIE – ELW  602   YOUR HEART, O GOD, IS GRIEVED  

                                 (Cantor will sing first line, then Congregation will sing)                     
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 
nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 

and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM– “My Song Is Love Unknown” – Donald Busarow 
 

1.  My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 

O who am I, that for my sake the Lord should take frail flesh and die? 
 

2.  He came from His blest throne, salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none the long-for Christ would know. 

But O my Friend, my Friend, indeed, who at my need His life did spend! 
 

3. Some-times they strew His way and His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, and for His death they thirst and cry. 
 

4. Why, what has my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, He gave the blind their sight 

            Sweet injuries! Yet they at these themselves displease and ‘gainst Him rise. 



5.  They rise, and needs will have my dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, the Prince of life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He to suff’ring goes that He His foes from thence might free. 
 

6. Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine; 

Never was love, dear King, never was grief like Thine! 

This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a                                                                           Pat Siler, Elder           

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today's reading 

describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the 

servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God's steadfast love. 
 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher,  that I may know how to sustain the weary with 

a word.  Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  5The Lord 

GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  6I gave my back to those 

who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;  I did not hide my face from insult 

and spitting.  7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my 
face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near.  Who will 

contend with me?  Let us stand up together.  Who are my adversaries?  Let them confront me.  9It is the 

Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 
Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5) 

(Choir will sing before and at the R) 
(The Psalm will be sung responsively, beginning with Choir) 

 

9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

 my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my acquaintances; 

 when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a | broken pot.  R 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
 they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

 I have said, "You | are my God. 
15My times are | in your hand; 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

 save me in your | steadfast love."  R 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11                                                              Pat Siler, Elder    

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death. 
Following Christ's example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared 

for us in Christ's death. 
 

 



5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave,  being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 

became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.  9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

(Please rise) 

 
 

Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL – THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 26:27-66 

                                                 (see booklet) 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.    
 

PRAYERS  

Pastor – Hear us, O God. 

Cong – Your mercy is great. 
 

 



Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Cong – Amen. 
May the peace of the Lord be with you! 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING – “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory” – setting, Wilbur Held 
 

(Please rise) 
 

OFFERTORY – “Now is the Time of Grace…”    (Sing twice) 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful service for the sake 

of your gospel.  Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING -  pg. 152 

 
 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; whose suffering and death 
gave salvation to all.  You gather your people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW  pg. 111) 

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from 
age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from 

the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you 

for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the 

words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread 

and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Cong – Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 

Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.  

Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.   

Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 

stars, we praise you.  O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Cong – Amen. 
 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

                                                      
 

COMMUNION HYMN – ELW 338   BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS 
 

(Please rise) 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS – ELW  201  “Now, Lord, you let your servant….” 

 

 



 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.  With the eyes of our hearts open 
to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of rebirth bless you in 
this Lenten journey. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN –  TLH  162   “Ride On…”         (See attached) 
 

Postlude 
 

Pastor – Go in peace.  Serve in love. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 

 
Copyrighted Under OneLicense.Net   A-702744 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Cantor will sing first line, then Congregation will sing) 

 



 
 

 

 



 


