Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is
really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.

EASTER - RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD April 5, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 3 pg. 138

LITANY OF THE CROSS (outside)

Pastor — Morning is the time for resurrection.
Cong — THE LONG NIGHT OF GRIEF IS OVER.

Pastor — Sunlight bursting through the trees.
Cong — A FRESH DAY, A NEW WEEK BEGINNING.

Pastor — These are more than natural signs and wonders.
Cong — DAILY OUR LIVES ARE GIVEN BACK TO US WITH NEW POSSIBILITIES.

Pastor — On Easter a new quality of existence — a joyous victory!
Cong — GOD IN CHRIST HAS ACCOMPLISHED A REVERSAL OF DISASTER!

Elder (removal of the black veil from the cross)

Pastor — Those who look for Jesus in a tomb will not find HIM there.
Cong — HE IS RISEN AND HIS PRESENCE PREVAILS ALL CREATION!

Pastor — He is present this morning for us
Cong — IN THE FORM OF BREAD AND WINE.

Pastor — Let us go into the house of the Lord
Cong — AND CELEBRATE THE TIME OF HIS RESURRECTION!

(Enter Church and Please Remain Standing)
PROCESSIONAL HYMN - ELW 369 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA!

1. Christ the Lord is ris’n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia!
Offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! At the paschal victim’s feet. Alleluia!

2. For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! Sinless in the sinner’s stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

3. Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia!
When contending death and life, Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!

4. Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! All your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris’n on high; Alleluia! Now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!



GREETING

Pastor — Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Cong — Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE —- ELW 373 CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY!

zéa#. == ==t jﬁ =

1 “Christ the Lord is ris'n to - day!” All on earth wilh an - gels say;
2 Love’s re-deem-ing work is done, fought the fight, the bat - tle won.
3 Vain the stone, the watch, the seal; Christ has burst the gates of hell.
4 Lives a - gain our glo - rious kin;_.' Where, O death, is now your sting?
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raise your joys and tri - umphs high; sing, O heav’ns; and earth, re - ply.
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‘ Lo! The sun’s e - clipse is oer.” Lo! He sets in blood no more.
‘ Death in vain for - bids his rise; Christ has o - pened p‘lr - a - dise.
Once he died our souls to save; where your vic - to - O grave?
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5 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’'n! 6 King of glory, soul of bliss,
Praise to thee by both be giv’'n. everlasting life is this:
Thee we greet triumphant now: thee to know, thy pow’r to prove,
hail, the resurrection, thou! thus to sing, and thus to love!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. ORIENTIS PARTIBUS
Music: Pierre de Corbeil,d. 1222, arr. Lutheran Book of Worship 7777
Arr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live
with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 Bill Wise, Elder
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to
would reach out to the Gentiles just as it had to Jews.

3*Then Peter began to speak to [the people:] "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, >*but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. *°You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *how
God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. *We are witnesses to all that
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; *°but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. **He



commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. “*All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name."

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)
(Choir will sing before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung responsively, beginning with Choir)

!Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
God's mercy en- | dures forever.
2Let Israel | now declare,
"God's mercy en- | dures forever."
'“The LORD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
"The right hand of the ' LORD acts valiantly!
'®The right hand of the LORD ! is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!"
"] shall not ! die, but live,
and declare the works | of the LORD. R
8The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks ! to the LORD.
20"This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter."
21T give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation. R
22The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
23By the LORD has ! this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
?4This is the day that the ' LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it. R

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 Bill Wise, Elder
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection reshapes the entire
focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.

'If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. *Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, *for you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. *When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.



(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR

Alleluia. Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. (1 Cor. 5:7, 8)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20" chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.

CELEBRATION - BELLS

GOSPEL: John 20:1-18 Pastor Kelly Reagan
John's gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples
race back and forth, and angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears.

'Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. *So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid him." *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward
the tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. °He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. “Then
Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
’and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place
by itself. ®Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed;
*for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. '°Then the disciples
returned to their homes. "But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; '2and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet. *They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said
to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." "*When she
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be
the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and
I will take him away." '®Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!"
(which means Teacher). "Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'l am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God." "*Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord";
and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

CELEBRATION - BELLS

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON - “Mary’s Name and Our New Dawn” Pastor Kelly Reagan
(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 382 CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA!



THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Merciful God,
Cong - receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power; use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Cong - Amen.

May the peace of the Lord be with you!

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE — “He is risen.”
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

OFFERING - “I Know That My Redeemer Lives/ The Church’s One Foundation” — arr. Mitchell Ethan
(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - ELW 388 BE NOT AFRAID (Sing twice)
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community BE NOT AFRAID

Music: Jacques Beoerthier, 19231994 448D
Text und music € 1993 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc.



OFFERING PRAYER.

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the
breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to

the world; through Christ our Lord.
Cong — Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Preface Dialogue

O u
b A TN
FdW T:%
7 T vy —e—o
The Lord be with YOu. And al - so with you.
) u
b~ . T
£l et
- o " o=
— S— o "\___"? . e e - “
Laflt up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord,
—9'“#11
- - > - — S — - P r_——"—
- e Bt e e
Eect us  give thanks to the Lord ou God.
0. i
C el _,_/'J I - 9\.. ,0
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Fronn Fyvrovgelioe! Faidleevem Wosdifpe ¢ opyriphy 83 2006, A sixrhes reserved. Reprinted by perntission of Aogshburne Fontress ander loense #0

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Pascal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 1V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread
and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 384 THAT EASTER DAY WITH JOY WAS BRIGHT
379 NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES



(Please rise)

POST-COMMUNION HYMN - pg. 113 (Now, Lord, you let your servant...)

Now, Lord, vou let vour ser-vant go in pcacce: yvour word has been ful -
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus'
name.

Cong— Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in
the new creation.

Cong — Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN - ELW 385 GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING!

(Please be seated)
Postlude — “Christ Is Arisen” — Anton W. Leupold

Pastor - Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Cong - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor - Go in peace. Serve the risen one. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Cong — Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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1 Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu-ia! Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!

2 Christis ris-en! All the sad-ness of ourlent-en fast is oO’er;

3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that lasteve-ning round him lay

4 Christ is ris-en! Hence-forthnev -er death or hell shall us en - thrall.
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Sing his prais - es! Al - le - lu - ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!
through the o - pen gates of glad-ness he re-turns to life once more;
now has found a glo-rious mor-row in the ris -ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s, in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - ver all
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Grate-ful - ly our hearts a - dore him as his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see him rise, the vic - tor now,
See the grave its  first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of our trem-bling hearts have ceased;
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an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.

! Crgnst was dead, but now is liv-ing; he was lost, but he is found.
i hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.
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i Sing his prais-es! Al-le - lu-ia! Christis ris-en from the dead!

Text: Jehn €. B. Monsell. 1811-1875, alr.

Music: Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927 L
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That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright
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Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
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379 Now the Green Blade Rises
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1 Now the green blade ris - es from the bur - ied grain,
2 In the grave they laid him, love by ha-tred slain,
3 Forth he came at Eas - ter like the ris - en grain,
4 When our hearts are  win - try, griev-ing, or in pain,
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wheat that in dark earth man -y days has lain;
think - ing that he would nev - er wake a - gain,
he that for three days in the grave had lain;
your touch can  call us back to life a - gain,
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love lives a - gain, that with the dead has been;
laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un - seen;
raised from the dead, my liv - ing Lord is seen;
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
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love is come a - gain like wheat a - ris - ing green.
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958 NOEL NOUVELET
Music: French carol 11 10 10 11

Text © Oxford University Press



Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!

385
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 18721955, alt.
Music: Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615
Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company
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1 Good Chris - tian friends, re - joice and sing! Now is the tri - umph
2 The Lord of Ilife is ris’n this day; death’s might-y stone is
3 Praise we in songs of vic - to - ry that love, that life which
4 Your name we bless, O ris - en Lord, and sing to - day with
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of our king! To all the world glad news we bring:
rolled a - way; let all the earth re - joice and say:
can - not die, and sing with hearts up - lift - ed high:
one ac - cord, the life laid down, the life re - stored:
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Al-le -lu - ia, -le-lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
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Al - le - - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
Al-le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
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