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GOOD FRIDAY – TENENBRAE SERVICE 
April 3, 2026 

Silent Meditation Upon Entering 
 

The Lighting of the Seven Candles 
 

Pastor – In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  He who    

thought equality with God to be His natural right as Son, gave up His heavenly glory that we by 

His suffering and death might be granted the right of eternal sonship by the Father.  The crowds 

mocked and turned upon Him whom they once hailed; and Death, proud Death, has claimed 

Him who came to conquer death, little knowing that already Christ stands at the threshold of 

victory.          
 

People – Wherefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him a name; that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father. Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THE ARREST 
 

SCRIPTURE                                            John 18:1-14                                       

HYMN                                    GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE                                 ELW  347  

v. 1 – Reader   v. 2 & 3 - Congregation 
 

PETER’S DENIAL 
 

SCRIPTURE                                           John 18:15-27                                   

HYMN                                          IN THE HOUR OF TRIAL                                   LBW 106 

vs. 1 - 3 – Congregation 
 

TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 
 

SCRIPTURE                                            John 18:28-40                                      

HYMN                                                   AH, HOLY JESUS                                       ELW  349 

                 v. 1 – Congregation            v. 3 – Congregation              v. 5 – Congregation 

                 v. 2 – Reader                       v. 4 -  Reader 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS 
 

Cantor 

 
Cong 

 
 

THE CRUCIFIXION 
 

SCRIPTURE                                            John 19:1-22                                      

HYMN                       AT THE CROSS, HER STATION KEEPING                        LBW  110  

v. 1 –Congregation      v. 3 – Congregation      v. 5 – Congregation 

                       v. 2 - Congregation       v. 4 - Reader 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

IT IS FINISHED 
 

SCRIPTURE                                           John 19:23-37                                  

HYMN                                         WERE YOU THERE                                             ELW 353   

                                  v. 1 – Cantor              vs. 2 - 5 – Congregation 
 

A three minute period of silence for meditation time to ponder Christ’s three days in the tomb. 

 

THE LIGHT REJECTED 
 

SCRIPTURE                                              John 1:4-11                                      
 

The closing of the Book – the Tomb sealed - the Light is removed from the Sanctuary. 

 
 

You may leave the church silently as you wish.   You may leave your offering in the 

offering plate at the rear of the Sanctuary as you depart. 

 
 

 

 



THE TENEBRAE SERVICE 
 

 

Tenebrae is a service of scripture readings and hymns designed to call attention to the fact 

that we have been accomplices to the suffering of Christ, and yet                                     

have revealed His abundant love and mercy. 

 

As the passion story unfolds, the darkness increases as light by light is extinguished.     

With the death of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the light of God’s love                                      

does continue in the world. 

 

The firm closing of the Book acknowledges that with the sealed tomb the meaning of the 

cross is fulfilled, the sacrifice completed. 

 

For three days, the light of God’s presence will be removed from the chancel and complete 

darkness will then symbolize Christ’s three days in the tomb.  But, God’s love overcomes 

darkness.  His light shines through the darkness and never ends.  The light returns Easter 

Day and celebrates our Lord Jesus Christ’s joyous resurrection from the dead. 

 

Join us here on Easter morning and rejoice in the glorious message of the Risen Christ; 

The hope of our resurrection also! 

 

 
 

 
Worship Leaders: 
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v. 1 - Reader 

vs. 2 & 3 - Congregation 



 
 

vs. 1- 3 – Congregation 



 
 

                   v. 1 - Congregation         v. 3 – Congregation         v. 5 – Congregation 

                   v. 2 – Reader                   v. 4 - Reader 
 



 
                     v. 1 – Congregation       v. 3 – Congregation         v. 5 – Congregation 

                     v. 2 – Congregation       v. 4 - Reader 
 

 



 

 

 
 

                                          v. 1 – Cantor            vs. 2 – 5 - Congregation 


