Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is
really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.

4™ SUNDAY OF EASTER April 26, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 1 pg. 98

Prelude — “This Joyful Eastertide” — setting, Michael Burkhardt
WELCOME
(Please rise)

GATHERING HYMN - ELW 361 THE DAY OF RESURRECTION!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
Cong — And also with you.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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Lord, have mer - cy.



For this holy housce, and for all who olfer here their worship and praise,
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HYMN OF PRAISE —pg. 101  THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of death.
Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your
house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 John Armstrong, Worship Assistant
Today's reading is a description of life in the community following Peter's sermon on the day of
Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God's people. The new community is sustained in
worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough.

#[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers. * Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. “*All who believed were together and had all things in common; “they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “°Day by day, as they spent
much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, “’praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to
their number those who were being saved.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
(The Choir will sing before and at the R) (The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir)

'The LORD ! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
>’The LORD makes me lie down ! in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
3You restore my 'soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name's sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
Y ou prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the ' LORD forever. R



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25 John Armstrong, Worship Assistant
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection,
or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God,
particularly amid adversity.

PIt is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 2°If you endure
when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and
suffer for it, you have God's approval. 2'For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered
for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.?*"He committed no sin, and no
deceit was found in his mouth." 2*When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he
did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. ?*He himself bore our sins in his
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have
been healed. *For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR
Alleluia. Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me. Alleluia.
(John 10:14)

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10™ chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10 Pastor Kelly Reagan
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those
who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[Jesus said:] "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in
by another way is a thief and a bandit. *The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers." ®Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. ’So again Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, I am the
gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. °I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture. !°The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly."

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON - “The Gate That Gives Life” Pastor Kelly Reagan

(Please rise)



HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 502 THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Merciful God,
Cong —receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Cong — Amen.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE - “He is risen.”
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

(Please be seated)
OFFERING - “Reflection on Christ is Arisen (ELW 372) — setting, Craig Mather
(Please rise)

OFFERTORY - (ELW 388) BE NOT AFRAID (Sing twice)
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Fext: Matthew 28:5; l izé C m ity BE NOT AFRAID
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1€ )) { I l )4 448D
Text and music © 1998 Les Pr. de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc

OFFERING PRAYER

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth.
In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in
service to the world; through Christ our Lord.

Cong — Amen.




THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Preface Dialogue
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.



Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread
and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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COMMUNION HYMN - ACS

977 LOOK WHO GATHERS AT CHRIST’S TABLE
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1 Look who gath - ers at Christ’s ta - ble! Hear the sto - ries

2 Clouds of light sur - round the ta - ble; an - cient fol - low -
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4 Bring your joy and bring your sad - ness, and pre - pare to
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus'
name.

Cong - Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go forth to share
your word and sacrament with those who are homebound. May these gifts be signs of our love
and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ, all may know your grace
and healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Cong - Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in
the new creation.

Cong - Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ELW 826 THINE THE AMEN

(Please be seated)
Postlude

Pastor - Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Cong - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor — Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Cong - Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The Day of Resurrection!
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1 The day of res - ur - rec - tion! Earth, tell it out a - broad,
2 Let hearts be purged of e - vil that we may see a - right
3 Now let the heav’ns be joy - ful, let earth its song be - gin,
4 All praise to God the Fa - ther, all praise to Christ the Son,
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Let all the ran-somed num - ber fall down be - fore the throne,
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Text:John of Damascus, c¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: Irish tune

I am his and he is  mine for - ev - er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tal feed - eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me
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6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.

ST. COLUMBA
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Thine the Amen
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1 Thine the a - men thine the praise al - le - lu - ias an - gels raise
2 Thine the life e - ter - nal - ly thine the prom-ise let there be
3 Thine the tru - ly thine the yes thine the ta - ble we the guest
4 Thine the king-dom thine the prize thine the won -der full sur-prise
5 Thine the glo - ry in the night no more dy -ing on - ly light
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thine the ev - er - last - ing head thine the break-ing of the bread
thine the vi - sion thine the tree all the earth on bend-ed knee
thine the mer - cy all from thee thine the glo-ry yet to be
thine the ban - quet then the praise then the jus - tice of thy ways
thine the riv - er thine the tree then the Lamb e - ter - nal - ly
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thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry thine the har - vest then the cup
gone the nail -ing gone the rail -ing gone the plead-ing gone the cry
then the ring-ing and the sing-ing then the end of all the war
thine the glo - ry thine the sto - ry then the wel-come to the least
then the ho -1ly ho-1ly ho-1ly cel - e - bra-tion ju - bi - lee
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thine the vine-yard then the cup is lift-ed up lift - ed up.
gone the sigh-ing gone the dy - ing what was loss lift - ed high.
thine the liv - ing thine the lov - ing ev - er- more ev - er - more.
then the won -der all in-creas-ing at thy feast at thy feast.
thine the splen-dor thine the bright-ness on - ly thee on - ly thee.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929
Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House
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