Welcome, visitors! Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.
Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning. +Guests who are baptized Christians, who
acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is
really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table.
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray.

6" SUNDAY OF EASTER May 10, 2026
HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 3 pg. 138

Prelude — “Awake, My Heart, With Gladness” — setting, Robert Hobby

WELCOME

(Please rise)

GATHERING HYMN - ELW 863 MY GOD, HOW WONDERFUL THOU ART

GREETING

Pastor — Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Cong — Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Pastor — The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Cong — And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the pcace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - e,
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HYMN OF PRAISE - pg. 140 “This is the Feast......”
(Women & Children —Verses 1 and 3) (Men — Verses 2 and 4)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy
receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Cong — Amen.

(Please be seated)

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 Rebecca Reagan, Worship Assistant
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either
Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god" whom they worship is the true
Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised
from the dead.

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, "Athenians, | see how extremely religious you are in
every way. 2For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found
among them an altar with the inscription, "To an unknown god." What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. #The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord
of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, ?°nor is he served by human hands,
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things.
26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, ?’so that they would search for God
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2For 'In him
we live and move and have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we too are his
offspring.' 2°Since we are God's offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. **While God has overlooked the times of
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 3because he has fixed a day on
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)
(Choir will sing before and at the R)
(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir)

®Bless our | God, you peoples;
let the sound of | praise be heard.
®0Our God has kept us a- | mong the living
and has not allowed our ! feet to slip. R
OFor you, O God, have ! tested us;
you have tried us just as sil- I ver is tried.
1y ou brought us in- ! to the net;
you laid heavy burdens up- ! on our backs.
12y ou let people ride over our heads; we went through ! fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place ! of refreshment.
131 will enter your house ! with burnt offerings
and will pay ! you my vows—
4those that I promised | with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when I 'was in trouble.
151 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the ! smoke of rams;
I will give you ox- ! en and goats. R
6Come and listen, all you ' who believe,
and | will tell you what God has ! done for me.
7] called out to God ! with my mouth,
and praised the Lord ' with my tongue.
181f | had cherished evil 'in my heart,
the Lord would ! not have heard me;
¥put in truth ! God has heard me
and has attended to the sound ! of my prayer.
29Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer,
nor withheld unfailing ! love from me. R

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 Rebecca Reagan, Worship Assistant
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and
persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? **But even if you do suffer for doing what is
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, *°but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an
accounting for the hope that is in you; ®yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put
to shame. ’For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God's will, than to suffer for
doing evil. 8For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, °in which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2°who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water. 2!And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt



from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

Leader — The Word of the Lord.
Cong — Thanks be to God.

(Please rise)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION - CHOIR
Alleluia. Come, Holy Sspirit, fill the hearts of your faithful,
And kindle in us the fire of your love. Alleluia

Pastor — The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14™ chapter.
Cong — Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 Pastor Kelly Reagan
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. *And | will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. ' This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you. 81 will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. °In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 2°On that
day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 2!They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my
Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."

Pastor — The Gospel of the Lord.
Cong — Praise to you, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON Pastor Kelly Reagan
(Please rise)

HYMN OF THE DAY - ELW 404 COME, GRACIOUS SPIRIT, HEAVENLY DOVE

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS
Pastor — Merciful God,
Cong - receive our prayer.



God of resurrection power; use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Cong - Amen.

May the peace of the Lord be with you!

Cong — And also with you.

PEACE - “He is risen.”
“He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

OFFERING - “Children Of The Heavenly Father” — setting, Nancy Raabe
(Please rise)
OFFERTORY - ELW 388 BE NOT AFRAID (Sing twice)
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Text: Matthew 28:5; Taizé Community
Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music € 1993 Lcs Prosses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publication s. Inc.

OFFERING PRAYER.

Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. In the
breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to
the world; through Christ our Lord.

Cong — Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - p. 144
Preface Dialogue
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the
true Pascal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in
rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of
the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING IV (ELW pg. 111)

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from
age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from
the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to you
for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. With this bread
and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Cong — Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Cong — Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and
stars, we praise you. O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.

Cong — Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

(Please be seated)
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COMMUNION HYMN - ELW 781 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVELY FATHER
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this meal of grace,
you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus'
name.

Cong— Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in
the new creation.

Cong — Amen.

SENDING HYMN - ELW 822 OH, SING TO THE LORD

(Please be seated)

Postlude

Pastor - Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Cong - Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor - Go in peace. Serve the risen one. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Cong — Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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My God, How Wonderful Thou Art

Yet |

1 My God, how won-der
2 How won - der - ful, how
3 No earth-ly
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How beau-ti - ful thy mer - cy seat in depths of burn-ing light!
thine end-less wis - dom, bound-less pow’r,and awe-some pu - ri - ty!
bears and for - bears as thou hast done with me, thy sin - ful child.
for thou hast stooped to ask of me the love of my poor heart.
On thee I stay my trust-ing heart till faith in vi-sion end.
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Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863
Music: Psalter, Edinburgh, 1615
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Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove
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Text: Simon Browne, 1680-1732, alt.
Music: German folk tune, 15th cent.
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Children of the Heavenly Father

Tryggare kan ingen vara
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Chil - dren of the heav’n-ly Fa-ther safe-ly in his bo - som gath - er;
God his own doth tend and nour-ish, in his ho - ly courts they flour-ish.
Nei - ther life nor death shall ev - er from the Lord his chil - dren sev - er;

Though he giv-eth or he tak-eth, God his chil-dren ne’er for - sak - eth;
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nest - ling bird nor star in heav - en such a ref - uge e’er was giv - en.
From all e - vil things he spares them,in his might-y arms he bears them.
un - to them his grace he show - eth, and their sor-rows all he know - eth.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958

his  the lov-ing pur-pose sole - ly to pre-serve them pure and ho - ly.
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Music: Swedish folk tune
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America
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Oh, Sing to the Lord

Cantad al Setior

PRAISE, THANKSGIVING

822

-0 # . | | |
© * — — s 3 —_— 5 —
P | o ! : |
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1 Oh, sing  to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
2 For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
3 So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
4  Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it.
5 For Je - sus is Lord! A - men! Al - le - 1lu - ia!
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Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our God, who gave  us the Spir - it.
For Je - sus is Lord! A - men! Al - le - lu - ia!
g # |
& P = 2 I o © — £ P
ANV 4 | | ‘ | I I | | |
J 1 I = | $ L
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Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
For God is the Lord, and God has done won - ders.
So dance for our God and blow all the trum - pets.
Oh, shout to our God, who gave us the Spir - it
For Je - sus is Lord! - men! Al - le - 1lu - ia!
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;jCan - tad al Se - Jor can - tad al Se - for!
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

2 Pues nuestro Sefior ha hecho prodigios.

Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.
Pues nuestro Seiior ha hecho prodigios.

4 Es él que nos da el_Espiritu Santo.

Es él que nos da el_Espiritu Santo.
Es él que nos da el_Espiritu Santo.

Text: Brazilian folk song; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923, Spanish and English

;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Se7ior!

Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Senior, alabadle con arpa.
Cantad al Sefior, alabadle con arpa.

;Cantad al Sefior, cantad al Seiior!

Music: Brazilian folk tune
Text © Gerhard Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress

;Cantad al Senor, cantad al Sefior!

5 [Jesus es Sefior! j[Amén, aleluya!
jJesus es Sefior! jAmén, aleluya!
;Jesus es Sefior! j[Amén, aleluya!
;jCantad al Sefior, cantad al Sefior!

CANTAD AL SENOR
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