
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  

Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians, who 

acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is 

really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers 
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray. 

 

 

THE HOLY TRINITY                                                                                                      May 31, 2026 

HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 3   pg. 138   
 

Prelude  
 

(Please rise) 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – ELW  414   HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE YOUR NAME 
 

GREETING  

Pastor – The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the                                                                     

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Cong – And also with you.   
           
 KYRIE – pg. 138                                

 

 



 
HYMN OF PRAISE – pg. 140   “This is the Feast……” 

            (Women & Children  – Verses 1 and 3)    (Men – Verses 2 and 4) 

 
 



 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise 

your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring 

us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a                                     John Armstrong, Worship Assistant 

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form 
the earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the 

seventh day. 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 

God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6And God said, "Let there be a dome in the 

midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters." 7So God made the dome and 

separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was 

so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9And 

God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 

appear." And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he 

called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. 
12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing 

fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 

from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights 

in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in 



the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 20And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 

bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fifth day. 24And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of 

every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. 
25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 26Then God said, "Let us 

make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 27So God created humankind in his image, in the 

image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them, and God said to 

them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29God said, 
"See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 

with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird 

of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given 

every green plant for food." And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  2:1Thus the heavens and the 

earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had 

done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh 

day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 4These are 

the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 8 

How majestic is your name in all the earth! (Ps. 8:1) 
            (The Psalm will be read responsively, beginning with Leader) 
 

1O | LORD our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens 

out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 

 you have set up a fortress against your enemies, 

 to silence the foe | and avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
 human beings that you should | care for them?    
5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

 with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

 you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
 



7all | flocks and cattle, 

 even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

 and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9O | LORD our Lord, 

 how majestic is your name in | all the earth!   
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13                        John Armstrong, Worship Assistant 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in 

the triune harmony of Christ's grace, God's love, and the Spirit's partnership. 
 

[Paul writes:] 11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, agree 

with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12Greet one another 
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 

  
 

Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20                                                                                  Pastor Karl Rein 

After his resurrection, Jesus summons his remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and 

teach all nations in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17When 

they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, "All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age." 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                           Alicia Driver 
 



SERMON                                                                                                                Pastor Karl Rein 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY –  ELW 412    COME, JOIN THE DANCE OF TRINITY 

                                                         (Bells)  (“Now the Silence” – arr. C. Mocklebust) 

(Please be seated) 
 

ATHANASIAN CREED 

 P: Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic* faith. 

C: Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

P: And the catholic faith is this, 
C: That we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither confusing the persons nor 

dividing the substance. 

P: For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

C: But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one:  the glory equal, 

the majesty coeternal. 

P: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

C: The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

P: The Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

C: The Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

P: And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

C: Just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite. 

P: In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

C: And yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

P: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 
C: And yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

P: So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

C: And yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

P: Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and 

Lord, 
C: So also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

P: The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

Men: The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

Women: The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, 

but proceeding. 

P: Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy 

Spirits. 

Men: And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another; 

Women: But the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all 

things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

All: Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

P: But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

C: Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

Men: He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; 

Women: And He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

All: Perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh; 



P: equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity. 

Men: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

Women: One, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of 

the humanity into God; 

All: one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

P: For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

C: Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead, 

P: Ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

C: At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their 

own deeds. 

P: And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal 
fire. 

C: This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

PRAYERS  

Pastor – God of grace, 

Cong - Hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, 
through Jesus our Savior. 

Cong - Amen. 

May the peace of the Lord be with you! 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING 
  
(Please rise) 

 

OFFERTORY – (ELW 182)   “Let the Vineyards….” 

    



 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER. 
God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.  Sustain us with these gifts of 

your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – p. 144 

   

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  You reveal your glory as 

the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:  equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one 

Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  IV  (ELW  pg. 111) 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.  Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from 

age to age.  Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.  Praise to you for saving the earth from 

the waters of the flood.  Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.  Praise to you 

for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.  Praise to you for the 
words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.  Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.  

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  With this bread 

and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Cong – Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and 

wine.  Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.  Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.  

Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.   

Cong – Come, Holy Spirit. 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and 

stars, we praise you.  O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

 



 
 

COMMUNION HYMN – ELW 673    GOD, WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD 
 

(Please rise) 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN – (ELW  204)   “Thankful hearts and voices raise……” 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.  Send us 

now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong– Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN – ELW 579   LORD, YOU GIVE THE GREAT COMMISSION 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude  
 

Pastor - Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Cong – Thanks be to God. 
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