
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  

Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 
 

8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                                        July 19, 2026 

SERVICE OF THE WORD - ELW pg. 213 #2 
 

Prelude – “Praise And Thanksgiving” – setting, Franklin Ashdown 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GATHERING HYMN – ELW 520   DEAREST JESUS, AT YOUR WORD 
 

GREETING 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 

Cong – And also with you. 

 

KYRIE – (ELW 157)    

 



 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE – (ACS 1089)   HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By 

your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8                                                Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can 

trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I 

am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and 

set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is 

yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my 

witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 
Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 

       (The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Cantor) 
 

11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

 give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 
12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 
 and glorify your name for- | evermore.    
13For great is your | love toward me; 

 you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, 

and a band of violent people | seeks my life; 
 they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

 slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 
16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

 give your strength to your servant, 
 and save the child | of your handmaid. 
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me 

may see it and be | put to shame; 

 because you, Lord, have helped me and com- | forted me.    
 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25                                    Alicia Driver, Worship Assistant 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to 

pray as God's children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will 

liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay. 
 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 

body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not 



receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we 
cry, "Abba! Father!" 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 

him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its 
own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free 

from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We 

know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 

the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – (ELW 174)  

 

 
Pastor – The Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43                                                           Pastor Kelly Reagan 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God's judgment will 

remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 
 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 

someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, 

then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 'Master, 

did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' 28He answered, 

'An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, 'Then do you want us to go and gather them?' 29But 

he replied, 'No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both 
of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds 

first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.'" 36Then he left the 

crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, "Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds of the field." 37He answered, "The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 

age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be  



 
at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom 

all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 

their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!" 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    
 

SERMON                                                                                                        Pastor Kelly Reagan 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 693   COME, YE, THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS  

Pastor – God of grace, 

Cong – Hear our prayer. 
 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, 

through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 

Cong – Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING - “Every Time I Feel The Spirit” – setting, Anne K. Organ 
 

(Please rise) 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN – (ELW 695)   GOD, MY LORD, MY STRENGTH   v. 1 
 

     God, my Lord, my strength, my place of hiding and confiding in all needs by night and day; 

     Though foes surround me, and Satan mark his prey, God shall have his way. 

       

 

 



THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
Let us pray.  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 

with the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the 

end bring all the world to your feast, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.   

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The Lord 

look upon you with favor and +give you peace. 
Cong - Amen.  
 

SENDING HYMN – ELW 689   PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING            
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude  
 

Pastor - Go in peace.  Live by the Spirit. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
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MEASURE OF LOVE – July 12, 2026 

Attendance – 46 

Total Deposit - $3390.57 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
                                 

SUNDAY 

Service of Word & Prayer ELW Set. 2 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

MONDAY  

Newsletter Deadline 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY  

 

  July 19, 2026 
 

THURSDAY   

Al-Anon – 10:30 a.m. 
 

FRIDAY  

AA – 8:00 p.m. 
 

SATURDAY 
 

SUNDAY – July 26, 2026 

Holy Communion Setting 4 – 9:30 a.m. 
 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 

School supplies for the Huber Heights School District are being collected during July/August 2026.  A table 

is set up the Narthex and lists are available.  School doesn’t start until September 8, so we will collect 

JULY 19 through August 9.   Thanks for your help.  Any questions see Susan Armstrong or Trish Jordan. 
 

MOWING SIGN-UPS 
 

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for anyone to sign up to mow the lawn at       

St. Matthew.  All help is appreciated.  For more information, see Ron Bandelier.   



 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 


