
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  

Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians, who 

acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He is 

really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the ushers 
who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray. 

 
13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                                                         August 23, 2026 

HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 1   pg. 98 
 

Prelude – “The Church’s One Foundation” – setting, Michael Burkhardt 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GATHERING HYMN – ELW  654   THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit                                                            

be with you all. 
Cong – And also with you. 

 



 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE – pg. 101      THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

 
 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 

foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong – Amen.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6                                                                              Bill Wise, Elder 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers 

comfort to Zion. God's deliverance will come soon and will never end. 
 

1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from which 

you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your father and to 

Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 3For 

the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like 

Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 
the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 

from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my 

salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm 

they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish 
like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my 

salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 138 
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8) 

        (The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Cantor) 
 

1I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

 before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
because of your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

 for you have glorified your name and your word 

 a- | bove all things. 
3When I called, you | answered me; 

 you increased my | strength within me.  
4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

 when they have heard the words | of your mouth.    



5They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

 that great is the glory | of the LORD. 
6The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

 perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

 you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; 

 your right | hand shall save me. 
8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

 O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; 

 do not abandon the works | of your hands.    
 

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8                                                                     Bill Wise, Elder 
In response to God's merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our 

values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit's 

renewing work. God's grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of 

ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 
 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 

God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among 

you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 

members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the 

grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 
8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 

cheerfulness. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. 

Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 

 



GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20                                                                              Pastor Kelly Reagan 

At a climactic point in Jesus' ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God," and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of 

Hades. 
 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people 

say that the Son of Man is?" 14And they said, "Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16Simon 
Peter answered, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God." 17And Jesus answered him, "Blessed 

are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 

prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 
Cong – Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                       
 

SERMON – “On This Rock:  Christ and His Church”                           Pastor Kelly Reagan 
 

(Please rise) 
   
HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 596   MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen.     
 

PRAYERS  

Pastor – Merciful God, 

Cong – receive our prayer. 
 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised.  All this we ask in the name of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE  
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING – “In The Singing” – setting, John Helgen 
 

(Please rise) 



 

OFFERTORY – (ELW 481)     COME TO THE TABLE    

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things.  Sustain us with these gifts of 

your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   

 

 

 

 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day overcame 

death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.   And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 

join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V   (ELW  pg. 65) 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to us 

Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Remembering, therefore, 

his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour out upon us the Spirit of 

your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN – ELW 466   IN THE SINGING 
 

(Please rise)  
 

 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION HYMN – pg. 113     NOW, LORD 

 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.  Send us 

now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  May these gifts be signs of our love 

and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ, all may know your grace 

and healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep, and sustain you 

now and to the end of the age. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN – ELW  547   SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude  
 

Pastor –Go in peace.  Share the harvest. 
Cong - Thanks be to God.    
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