
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.  Thank 

you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our service this morning.  +Guests who are baptized Christians, who 

acknowledge and confess their sinfulness, who confess Jesus Christ as their Savior from sin, and who believe that He 

is really present in Holy Communion to bring us His forgiveness and life, are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

  GLUTEN FREE WAFERS and GRAPE JUICE. We are pleased to offer gluten-free wafers; please speak to one of the 
ushers who will inform the pastor. In addition grape juice is available in the center circle of the Communion tray. 

 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY                                                                                    October 25, 2026 

HOLY COMMUNION SETTING 4   pg. 147 
 

Prelude – “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” – Johann Hanff 
 

(Please rise) 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN – ELW 504   A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit                                
be with you all. 

Cong – And also with you. 

 

 



 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE – ELW  pg. 149 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 

comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 

church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Cong – Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

ANTHEM – CHOIR     “Built On The Rock” 
 

 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires on ev’ry land; bells still are chiming and calling. 

Calling the young and old to rest, but above all the souls distressed, longing for rest everlasting. 
 

Surely in temples made with hands God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, all earthly temples excelling.  

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above chooses to live with us in love; making our bodies His temple. 
 

We are God’s house of living stones, built for His own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns heirs of His wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, yet He would deign with us to dwell with all His grace and His favor. 
 

Here stands the font before our eyes, telling how God has received us. 

The altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice and what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim Christ yesterday, today, the same, and evermore, our Redeemer. 
 

Grant then, O God, Your will be done, that, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come where Christ His message is bringing. 

“I know My own; My own know Me. You, not the world, My face shall see. My peace I leave with you. 
 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                                  Pat Siler, Elder 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to 

live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 

(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when 

I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 

was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one 



another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 46 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 

(Choir will sing before and at the R) 

(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Leader) 
 

1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 

 a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 

 and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 

 and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
 the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 

 God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth | melts away.   R 
7The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 

 what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 

 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  

 and burns the | shields with fire. 
10"Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; 
 I will be exalted | in the earth." 
11The LORD of | hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.   R 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28                                                                Pat Siler, Elder 

Paul's words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. 
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a 

right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ's death. This act is a gift of 

grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human 
being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 

knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 

who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 



God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 

committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that 

of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – CHOIR 
 

Alleluia.  If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.  Alleluia.  (John 8:31-32) 
 

Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter. 

Cong – Glory to you, O  Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36                                                                                     Pastor Kelly Reagan 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 

that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33They answered him, 
"We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, 'You will be made free'?" 34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed." 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                       Alicia Driver               
 

SERMON – “Justified By Grace”                                                                 Pastor Kelly Reagan 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW 729   THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, IN EVERY AGE 
 

THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the 



Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 

Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 

Pastor – Hear us, O God 

Cong – Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always! 

Cong – And also with you.  
 

PEACE 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING – “Let Us Break Bread Together” – setting, A. K. Organ 
 

(Please rise) 
 

OFFERTORY – (ELW  184)     “Let The Vineyards Be Fruitful..” 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.  We bring your gifts to the table, that all 

might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Cong – Amen. 



 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING - pg. 152 

 

 

 
 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;  who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting 

life.   And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING V   (ELW  pg. 65) 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love you sent to 

us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the 

poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord 

Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is 

my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  Pour 

out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and 
honor, now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN – ELW  517   LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD 
 

(Please rise) 
 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN - (ELW  207)   “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”    
 



 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight 

of our hearts.  Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none 

are left out and all are satisfied. 

In Jesus' name we pray.  Cong – Amen. 
 

SENDING OF COMMUNION 

Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go forth to share 

your word and sacrament with those who are homebound.  May these gifts be signs of our 

love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of Christ, all may know your 

grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Cong - Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

The God of glory, + Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you 

now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN – ELW  645   CHRIST IS MADE THE SURE FOUNDATION 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude – “We All Believe In One True God” – John Hirten 
 

Pastor - Go in peace.  God is at work in you. 

Cong - Thanks be to God.  
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