
Welcome, visitors!  Welcome members and friends of St. Matthew Ev. Lutheran Church.                     

Thank you for joining us in church and on our online service today. 

 
 

LWML SUNDAY                                                                                                      October 4, 2026 

WOV – SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER   pg. 46   
 

Prelude – “O Day Of Rest And Gladness” – setting, Donald Busarow 
 

WELCOME 
 

(Please rise) 
 

GATHERING HYMN – ELW 521   O DAY OF REST AND GLADNESS 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.                                                               

Cong – And also with you. 
 

DIALOG – pg. 46 

You are the treasured people of the Lord. 
Cong – a people holy to the Lord our God. 

Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children. 

Cong – talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and 

when you rise. 

One does not live by bread alone, 

Cong – but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
 

 SCRIPTURE SONG – pg. 47 

                        I – Women & Children      II – Men 

 
 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to 
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7                                                                             Bill Wise, Elder 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and Israel. In 

this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God's loving care, the vineyard that is 

Israel has brought forth "wild grapes" of injustice and distress, when fine grapes of justice and 
righteousness were expected. 
 

1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a 

very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 

watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it 

yielded wild grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and 
my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I 

expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to 

my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it 

shall be trampled down. 6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be 
overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For 

the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant 

planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry! 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM: Psalm 80:7-15 

Look down from heaven, O God; behold and tend this vine. (Ps. 80:14, 15) 

(Choir will sing before and at the R) 

(The Psalm will be sung alternatively, beginning with Choir) 
 



 

 

7Restore us, O | God of hosts; 

 let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
8You have brought a vine | out of Egypt; 

 you cast out the nations and | planted it. 
9You cleared the | ground for it; 
 it took root and | filled the land. 
10The mountains were covered | by its shadow 

 and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.   R 
11You stretched out its tendrils | to the sea 

 and its branches | to the river. 
12Why have you broken | down its wall, 

 so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes? 
13The wild boar of the forest has | ravaged it, 

 and the beasts of the field have | grazed upon it. 
14Turn now, O | God of hosts, 
 look | down from heaven; 
15behold and | tend this vine; 

 preserve what your right | hand has planted.   R 
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14                                                             Bill Wise, Elder 

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison to 

the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ's 

resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ. 
 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on 

the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 

Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 

the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 
8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 

my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order 

that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from 

the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I 

want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 

like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I have 

already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Leader – The Word of the Lord. 

Cong – Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – pg. 48    

 

 
Pastor – The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Cong – Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46                                                                             Pastor Karl Rein 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans 

will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

[Jesus said to the people:] 33"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a 

vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 

tenants and went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the 

tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and 

stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' 38But when the tenants 

saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.' 
39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the 

vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41They said to him, "He will put those wretches 

to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 

harvest time." 42Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in our 

eyes'? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 

that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 

parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared 

the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

Pastor – The Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong – Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 



 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                    Alicia Driver      
 

SERMON – “By God’s Grace We Manage”    Matthew 21:43                       Pastor Karl Rein 
 

(Please rise) 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – ELW   343   MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN 

               v. 3 – Women & Children              v. 4 - Men 
                                                          

RESPONSE TO THE WORD – pg. 49 
 

In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
Cong – We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit. 
 

Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 

Cong – Pray in the Holy Spirit. 
 

Keep yourselves in the love of God; 

Cong – Look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  

Cong – Everything old has passed away; Behold, everything has become new! 
 

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one 

another.  Gracious God, 
Cong – Have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things 

done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

Sisters and brothers, rejoice.  Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree with one another, live 

in peace.  
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Cong – And also with you. 
 

PEACE 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

OFFERING  
 

(Please rise) 
 

OFFERTORY – pg. 50-51    



 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER – pg. 51    
Let us pray.  God, our Creator, 

Cong – you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature.   With these 

gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care.  Help us to delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS 

Pastor – Hear us, O God. 

Cong – Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Cong - Amen. 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION - DEDICATION OF GIFTS 

 

Mite Offering:  Ladies may bring their mites forward at this time.  

 

Friends in Christ, lift up your hearts to God and pray with me.  

 

Almighty God, give to your church a boldness of faith which is not afraid to go where You lead 

us.  We thank You for the mission and ministry of the Lutheran Women in Mission, 

supporting Your work across the world.  By Your Spirit, strengthen and encourage all 

Christian women as they fulfill their various callings in service to You.  Sustain our generosity 

as we support mission outreach through our LWML Mite Boxes.  Lord, by Your power, 

multiply our gifts for Your kingdom’s increase.   Amen. 



 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Cong – Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN –  ELW 545   LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING    
 

(Please be seated) 
 

Postlude  
 

Pastor - Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Cong - Thanks be to God. 
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Holiday Bazaar - Saturday, November 14th, 2026!   

 

Save the date!   

Our Annual Holiday Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 14th from 9 a.m. 
until 3 p.m.  Please share this on social media along with neighbors, coworkers, and 

invite friends and family!    
 

We will once again ask our bakers to get out their favorite recipes for cookies, 
sweet breads, cinnamon rolls, fudge and buckeyes.   

Our kitchen will once again serve home-made soups, sandwiches, chips & drinks.  
Our shoppers & vendors love our lunch menu! 

ATTIC TREASURES   Get down those items from the attic that you no longer use to 
decorate your tree or home for Christmas.  Our Bazaar shoppers love these 

items!   Please price these items. 

CRAFT VENDORS: If you know of someone who is interested in a table for the bazaar, they 
may contact Alicia Driver at (937) 974-5010 or alicia.a.driver@gmail.com. Table rentals are 

now $40.00 (new price!). 
 

Here is the form for vendor sign up: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURDHyu9KQsWzpL-

3vAJqtCwZyg3lxlh8VTqff]r9whWwpUg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104669149652316362710 

If you would like to Chair our Baked Goods (display & price items) or our Kitchen, please see 
Susan Armstrong or Alicia Driver.  

 

Watch for future articles in the Newsletter and bulletins!  Let’s make this year’s Holiday Bazaar our 
best one yet!     

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURDHyu9KQsWzpL-3vAJqtCwZyg3lxlh8VTqff-r9whWwpUg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104669149652316362710
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeURDHyu9KQsWzpL-3vAJqtCwZyg3lxlh8VTqff-r9whWwpUg/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104669149652316362710


 Thank you!  St. Matthew Ladies Guild 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


